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Student artwork represents Orange Shirt Day

For immediate release — September 28, 2020

Deneen Hawryszko, a Grade 8 student at St. Thomas Aquinas Middle School, will be a symbol
for this year’s Orange Shirt Day. Every year on September 30, students and staff from across the
division recognize Orange Shirt Day to show a collective commitment to ensuring that every
child matters.

“We put out a division-wide call for artwork at the beginning of June to give students the
opportunity to develop an understanding of what Orange Shirt Day is all about. As we work
towards reconciliation, our goal for students is to give them the opportunity to reflect on the
journey of survivors and their families of residential schools and that every child matters. This
helps create and foster a sense of belonging in our schools,” said Coordinator Selena Frizzley at
First Nations, Métis, and Inuit Support Team.

Here is Deneen Hawryszko’s explanation of her artwork:

“Originally | wanted the child to be looking at their ancestors, as Indigenous people go through
generational trauma from the residential schools, colonization and mass murder of their people
and culture. Though since there was a chance of it being on a shirt | reconsidered and did some
more research. | found the bear was a sign of strength and the symbol inside of it represented
protection. The circle the bear is inside also is a symbol of the moon, which represents many
things like protection and grandmother moon, who is the leader of feminine life, which is a nod
to the missing and murdered indigenous women today.”

Red Deer Catholic Regional Schools serves over 10,480 students in 21 schools in Red Deer,
Blackfalds, Sylvan Lake, Rocky Mountain House, Innisfail, and Olds. It also supports the learning
of over 600 students in a Home Education Program. The Division is committed to serving
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children and parents with a complete offering of learning opportunities delivered within the
context of Catholic teachings and within the means of the Division.
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