Regular Board Meeting Highlights
June 23, 2020
Trustees: Anne Marie Watson (Chair), Murray Hollman (Vice-Chair), Dorraine Lonsdale,
Cynthia Leyson, Sharla Heistad, Kim Pasula and Rob Maloughney.
École Mother Teresa School Logo Presentation
The school presented their new school and athletic logos. The logos will be launched in the
th
upcoming
anniversary.
Closure of St. Gabriel Online School
The Board of Trustees made the motion to permanently close St. Gabriel Online School
effective August 15, 2020. See the attached news release.
Locally Developed Courses
The Board of Trustees approved the following courses for the upcoming school year:
History through Film, Fact and Fiction 25
Physics - Advanced (2019) 35-5
Self Directed Learning 15
Physics AP 35-3
Biology AP 35-3
Calculus AP 35-5
Chamber Ensemble 15, 25, 35
Class V Driver Training 35-3
English AP 35
ESL English for Academic Success 35
ESL Expository English 15 & 25
ESL Introduction to Mathematics 15
Forensic Studies 25 & 35
Instrumental Jazz 15, 25, 35
Musical Theatre 15, 25, 35
Psychology AP 35-3
Reading 15 & 25
Religions of the World 35
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5 credits (new)
3 credits (new)
3 credits
3 credits
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3 & 5 credits
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2021-2022 School Calendar Approval
The Board of Trustees approved the 2021-2022 school year calendars for Red Deer/Sylvan
Lake/Blackfalds, Olds/Innisfail, Rocky Mountain House
(year round).
Modular Announcements
St. Thomas Aquinas Middle School will receive two modulars this summer and Emcee
Construction and Management will be completing the work.
New Middle School Name
The Board of Trustees voted unanimously that the new middle school in north Red Deer will
be called St. Lorenzo Ruiz Middle School. The Board of Trustees would like to thank
stakeholders for their input and naming suggestions.
CAPITAL PROJECTS UPDATE
June 15 was our first planning meeting which included two individuals from Alberta
Education and three from Alberta Infrastructure. The delivery method will be a jurisdiction
delivered, design, bid and build. There will be an agreement forthcoming with the $2 million
design dollars. The school building will have a capacity of 537 students and will include eight
modular units to bring the capacity to 737 students. The permanent facility will be 5,913
square metres. Once the design is complete, we will be provided the additional funding
shortly as they see this as one of the top priorities.
The next board meeting is August 25, 2020 at 5:30 p.m.

Anne Marie Watson, Board Chair

News Release
The Board of Trustees passed a motion to close
St. Gabriel Online School
For immediate release – June 24, 2020
Yesterday evening (June 23) the Board of Trustees passed a motion to permanently close
St. Gabriel Online School effective August 15 after summer school is completed.
This comes after a virtual Town Hall meeting on May 28, where parents, students and teachers
were able to share comments and ask questions, followed by a three-week period to receive
additional feedback from stakeholders.
The decision to close St. Gabriel Online School was made in response to a change announced in
February to the way the Alberta Government will fund education, specifically online (or
distance) education. As a result of this change, a fully online school is no longer a viable option
for the division.
In the future, online courses will be delivered through École Secondaire Notre Dame High
School and St. Joseph High School in Red Deer, and St. Dominic Catholic High School in Rocky
Mountain House.
There will be 18 teachers supporting online learning at the high school level: four online
learning specialists supporting students in the core subject areas (English, Math, Social and the
Sciences) in addition to 14 teachers offering online non-core courses (Religion, CALM, CTS and
physical education programs).

News Release
The lease at St. Gabriel Learning Centre, which housed both St. Gabriel Online School and St.
John Paul II Outreach School in downtown Red Deer is also ending on June 30, 2020.
St. John Paul II Outreach School will move to St. Benedict the Moor Centre (on 39 Street
between Maryview and St. Thomas Aquinas Middle School). St. John Paul II will continue to be
the hub for outreach programming and new students looking for flexible learning opportunities.
Outreach teachers will be able to create flexible programming for students that can include
online delivery, face-to-face teaching, as well as facilitating opportunities for students to take
specialized courses, such as welding, cosmetology and mechanics at one of our high schools.
“Closing St. Gabriel Online School was a difficult decision for the Board. Several alternatives
were considered, along with stakeholder feedback. In the end, we feel that moving the online
learning into our high schools is the best compromise possible and will continue to serve our
students well, whether they’re taking one or two blended learning classes or their entire
education online. We thank all stakeholders for sharing their stories, concerns, and ideas. We
also thank our staff who worked at St. Gabriel Online School over the years, making meaningful
connections with students through excellent distance and online education,” said Anne Marie
Watson, Board Chair at Red Deer Catholic Regional Schools.
“Our high schools have had a rich history of supporting students who wish to take online
courses to supplement their high school journey. All three high schools are well equipped to
continue this rich legacy of online delivery,” said Interim Superintendent of Schools, Kathleen
Finnigan at Red Deer Catholic Regional Schools.
Red Deer Catholic Regional Schools serves over 10,480 students in 21 schools in Red Deer,
Blackfalds, Sylvan Lake, Rocky Mountain House, Innisfail, and Olds. It also supports the learning
of over 600 students in a Home Education Program. The Division is committed to serving
children and parents with a complete offering of learning opportunities delivered within the
context of Catholic teachings and within the means of the Division.
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